
 
 
Metro Housing Market Gains Momentum in March with Rising Sales and 
Inventory 

The Des Moines metro housing market gained momentum in March, with notable increases in 
inventory, sales, and pending activity signaling a strong start to the spring homebuying season, 
according to housing metrics provided by the Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS®. 

“March numbers show the Des Moines housing market hitting its spring stride,” said Scott 
Steelman, president of the Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS®. “We’re seeing 
meaningful growth in inventory and sales, along with strong pending activity that points to 
continued momentum in the months ahead. Coupled with rising home prices, these trends 
reflect a competitive and active market for both buyers and sellers.” 

Active listings continued to bloom in March to 3,892 properties listed, a 11.6% increase from the 
3,487 active listings of one year prior. The measurement saw a slight increase 
month-over-month, jumping 1% from the 3,487 listed properties of February.  
 
Closed sales saw a wider gain both year-over-year and month-over-month. With 1,083 closed 
sales in March, the metric increased 11% from last March’s 975 closed sales, and 42% when 
compared to last month’s 763 closed sales.  



 
Pending sales continue to provide an optimistic view of the later spring and early summer 
market in the metro. The 1,514 pending sales of March represent a 12.1% increase over the 
1,351 pending sales of one year ago. Month-over-month the increase was wider, jumping 30.6% 
from the 1,159 pending sales of February.   
 
Median sales price jumped to $315,000 in March, a 8.7% increase from the $289,900 median 
sales price of March 2025. The metric increased 7.9% from last month’s median sales price of 
$292,000.  
 
The 83 days on market in March represent a 15.3% increase from the 72 days on market one 
year ago, and a 10.7% increase from the 75 days on market of one month ago. 
 
Conventional financing accounted for 759 transactions, or 70% of all sales in March. 
Consumers paid cash for 152 transactions, or 14% of sales, while FHA loans were used in 89 
transactions, or 8.2% of sales.  
 
 
 



 
Des Moines Area Association of Realtors® 
Current Des Moines-Area Real Estate Market Statistics – Residential 
Updated through March 2026  
 
 
 
Current Des Moines-area market* statistics: 
 
 Contract  Contract      Median Days on  Active   
 Written   Closed      Sale Price Market Listings  
 
March 2026     1,514     1,083     $315,000   83  3,892 
 
Feb 2026     1,159     763     $292,000   75  3,855 
 
March 2025     1,351    975     $289,900   72  3,487 
 
   *Primary area served by DMAAR includes Dallas, Polk, Warren, Jasper, Marion, Madison and 
Guthrie Counties 
 
Financing   Total Units 
Cash           152 
Conventional          759 
Contract              1 
FHA            89 
VA            66 
Assumption              0 
Lease     0 
USDA             11 
Other              4 
 
   
 
 
About the Des Moines Area Association of Realtors®: 
Founded in 1911, the Des Moines Area Association of Realtors® is the voice for real estate in 
the Des Moines area, elevating the professional services of our members as they meet the needs 
of their customers and our community. 
 
Note:  the above statistics are current through April 8th and change as additional information is 
entered into the MLS database.  
 
Please contact the following for follow-up information:   
Scott Steelman, President   515-556-2208 
Tracey Carr, 1st VP   515-669-4010 
Dakotah Reed, 2nd VP    641-777-2802 
Lance Hanson, Treasurer   515-771-4148 
 










