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Des Moines 2015 Housing Trends Year End Report 

The Des Moines metro area housing market continues to show encouraging signs as the year ended with home 

sales and prices on the rise! According to the housing trends reported by the Des Moines Area Association of 

REALTORS® (DMAAR), home sales were up *11.4% when compared to a year ago. 12,932 homes sold in 2015 

while 11,451 sold in 2014.  For the month of December, home sales were up 12 percent from November.  

Homes sold faster this year with an average of 74 days on market. This is great news when compared to 93 

days in 2014.  

The median sales price rose when compared to a year ago. Consistent growth adds to the ever-increasing list 

of reasons the greater Des Moines area is the place to be.  

"The biggest sector was new construction and the future is very bright for homebuilders with all the pent up 

demand for new construction. The only thing that can slow this growth is the shortage of construction 

workers," assured Robin Polder, 2015 President of the Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS®.  

 



 

The areas with the most sales included Ankeny, West Des Moines and the northwestern part of the city of Des 

Moines.  

The number of properties currently for sale is down 14 percent from a year ago with less than 3,300 properties 

on the market in the metro area.  Last year at this time there were over 3,750 homes on the market.   

“Des Moines Area continues to be on everyone’s’ Top 10 Lists. The new developments in downtown and the 

suburbs continue to make this area a great value, a great place to raise a family, and a great real estate 

investment,” says Polder.  Des Moines has consistently been the hottest market in the state of Iowa according 

to the Iowa Association of REALTORS®. 

*Year End Numbers were adjusted to accommodate the addition of new areas being served by the Des Moines 

Area Association of REALTORS®. 

Additional Statistics and information about the Des Moines area housing market are available at the DMAAR 

website, www.dmaar.com 

The Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS® is a professional association that represents the over 2,000 

REALTOR® members. The mission of DMAAR is to be the voice of real estate in the Des Moines area. The term 

REALTOR® is a registered trademark, which identifies real estate professionals who adhere to a strict code of 

ethics as members of the National Association of REALTORS®.  
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