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Des Moines 2014 Housing Trends Year End Report 

The Des Moines metro area housing market continues to show encouraging signs as the year ended with home 

sales and prices on the rise! According to the housing trends reported by the Des Moines Area Association of 

REALTORS® (DMAAR), home sales were up 1% when compared to a year ago. 10,929 homes sold in 2014 while 

10,820 sold in 2013.  For the month of December, home sales were up 9.7 percent from November.  

Homes sold faster this year with an average of 85 days on market. This is great news when compared to 89 

days in 2013.  

The median sales price rose slightly when compared to a year ago.  The last 3 years have seen the home values 

improve nicely.  Consistent growth adds to the ever-increasing list of reasons the greater Des Moines area is 

the place to be. 

 

The areas with the most sales included Ankeny, West Des Moines and the northwestern part of the city of Des 

Moines.  



The number of properties currently for sale is down 10.4 percent from a year ago with less than 3,400 

properties on the market in the metro area.  Last year at this time there were over 3,750 homes on the 

market.   

"This is an excellent time to sell your home. If you are waiting for spring to list, you may want to rethink your 

strategy. With low interest rates and fewer homes on the market, a home priced right can sell quickly," 

assured Robin Polder, President of the Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS®.  

62 percent of metro homebuyers financed a home using conventional financing in 2014, while almost 13 

percent used an FHA loan. Cash purchases made up 18 percent while 7 percent used alternative methods.  

The future looks very bright for the Greater Des Moines area. Several national media sources have included 

the Des Moines Metro in its top places to live and work. Recently Des Moines was selected as the second best 

job market in the country. Realtor.com's Chief Economist picked Des Moines as one of the top ten housing 

markets to watch in 2015. The Today Show named Des Moines the "Wealthiest U.S City". Low unemployment, 

high affordability, high levels of homeownership and an up-and-coming downtown area are just a few of the 

reasons why Des Moines enjoys all the positive attention! 

Additional Statistics and information about the Des Moines area housing market are available at the DMAAR 

website, www.dmaar.com 

The Des Moines Area Association of REALTORS® is a professional association that represents the over 1,750 

REALTOR® members. The mission of DMAAR is to be the voice of real estate in the Des Moines area. The term 

REALTOR® is a registered trademark, which identifies real estate professionals who adhere to a strict code of 

ethics as members of the National Association of REALTORS®.  
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